.   MOSLEM SCHISMS AND SECTS

told that al-Mukhtar ibn-abi-'Ubaid was one of those who
had rebelled with Muslim ibn-'Akil. He had then disap-
peared, and when, having been ordered to return, he came
to ibn-Ziyad, the latter threw a club which was in his hand
and cut his eye. He then imprisoned him. Some of the
people, however, plead with him in favor of al-Mukhtar, so
that he brought him out of prison and said to him: " I give
thee three days, and lo during that time thou shalt go away
from al-Kufah, else I will behead thee." Al-Mukhtar then
fled from al-Kufah to Mecca, where he swore allegiance to
'Abdallah ibn-al-Zubair,1 remaining with him until ibn-al-
Zubair fought the army of Yazid ihn-Mufawiyah, which
was under the command of al-Husain ibn-Numair al-Sukutl.
Al-Mukhtar distinguished himself in these wars against the
people of Syria. Then Yazid ibn-Mu'awiyah died, and the
Syrian army returned to' Syria while the command of al-
Hijaz. al-Yaman, al-'Irak and Persia remained with ibn-al-
Zubair. Al-Mukhtar having suffered evil treatment from
ibn-al-Zubair, fled to al-Kufah. The governor of this city
was at that time 'Abdallah ibn-Yazid al-Ansari,2 under
'Abdallah ibn-al-Zubair. When he [al-Mukhtar] entered
al-Kufah he sent his messengers to the sectaries of al-
Kufah and its districts up to al-Mada'in demanding their
allegiance to him and promising them that he was coming
to claim their revenge for al-Husain ibn-'All. He invited
them to recognize Muhammad ibn-al-Hanafiyah, claiming
that al-Hanaf lyah had chosen him as caliph, and that it was
he [al-Hanaflyah] who had commanded them to obey him
32 [al-Mukhtar]. It was at this time that ibn-al-Zubair re-
moved 'Abdallah ibn-Yazid al-Ansari from the governor-
ship of al-Kufah and put in his place 'Abdallah ibn-Muti'
al-*Adawi. The number of those who recognized al-Mukh-

1 Ibid., vol. iii, p. 610 et seq.
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